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Mt. Gretna Campmeeting News 

 Spring Edition 2016 

Letter from the Board of Managers 
Welcome to the Spring 2016 edition of the 

Mount Gretna Campmeeting Association 
Newsletter. In this edition are a number of 
important updates as well as the calendar of our 
spring-summer events. 

Despite the January blizzard, the 
Campmeeting and Tabernacle weathered the 
winter weather well this year. A big “thank you” 
to Superintendent Ed Neidigh and his crew for 
their help with clearing all of our streets. 

While the blizzard spared Campmeeting 
trees, we have not been as fortunate this spring as 
we have lost several trees due to insect infestation 
and winds. Plans are moving ahead to plant 
several trees as part of our tree and canopy 
preservation initiative.  

Please note that the Board of Managers has 
recently updated the Mount Gretna 
Campmeeting Association Building Permit (see 
article on p. 6). The permit and procedures are 
available on the Campmeeting website, 
MtGretnaCampmeeting.com. Anyone with 
questions is urged to contact a member of the 
Board of Managers. 

Also, please be sure to read the update on 
property lines included in this newsletter.  

We anticipate that within the next six 
months, the Campmeeting will have a new 
website designed by Kristi Donahue. Kristi, along 
with her husband Robert Rader, will soon be 
moving to the Campmeeting. Kristi is an 
experienced graphic designer, and we appreciate 
her help in moving us ahead with a more 
dynamic and mobile-friendly website. 

This newsletter includes a look-ahead to the 
many events that make our community special.  

The Board of Managers meets at 6:30 p.m. 
on the third Tuesday of every month. As always, 
we welcome your input.  

Nominations Sought for Board of 
Managers 
 Nominations for election to the Mt. Gretna 
Campmeeting Association Board of Managers 
(Board) are now open!  Please consider 
volunteering to be a member of the Board.  All 
Campmeeting Association members (property 
owners) are eligible.  The election will be held at 
the Annual Meeting of the membership in July. 

The Board of Managers  
and the year through which they serve 

President, David Lloyd (2017) 
Vice-President, George Resh (2018) 
Treasurer, Sally Marisic (2018) 
Secretary, Margaret Hopkins (2016) 

Pam Bishop (2017) 
Lisa Carr (2018) 
Don Dale (2017) 
Robin May (2016) 
Esther Mefferd (2015) – Tabernacle Assoc. Rep.  
Ben Wiley (2018) 

Committee Chairs 
Buildings & Grounds – Don Dale 
Communications – Margaret Hopkins 
Community Activities – Robin May 
Executive – David Lloyd 
Finance – Sally Marisic 
Nominations – Pam Bishop 
Property Ownership – Pam Bishop 
Parks & Recreation – Margaret Hopkins 
Ad-Hoc Archive Committee – George Resh 
Ad-Hoc Library Committee – Lisa Carr 
Ad-Hoc Policy Committee – Pam Bishop 
 
Superintendent: Ed Neidigh (717) 454-7693 
 Superintendent@MtGretnaCampmeeting.org 
Office Manager: Debby Erb (717) 964-3040 
 Office@MtGretnaCampmeeting.org 
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 To be considered, just submit your name in 
writing, along with a short bio, to the 
Campmeeting Office by the end of May, 
indicating your desire to serve on the Board.  
Nominations may also be made from the floor at 
the Annual Meeting before the election. 
 The newly elected manager will take office at 
the following January organizational meeting of 
the Board. The term of office is three (3) years.  
There are eleven (11) persons on the Board, 
including a representative of the Tabernacle 
Association.  
 This year, three (3) Board members will be 
elected. The incumbent Board members, whose 
terms of office are up, are Margaret Hopkins, 
who serves as the current Secretary, and Robin 
May. There is also a 3rd seat, which is currently 
vacant, that will be filled.  All incumbents have 
indicated their willingness to be candidates 
again. 
 If you are interested in serving on the Board, 
it is highly recommended that you attend the 
Board meetings held on the third Tuesday of 
each month at 6:30 pm in the basement of the 
Mt. Gretna United Methodist Church. If you 
have questions, please contact Pam Bishop, chair 
of the Nominations Committee, at 
pambishop503@gmail.com or (717) 574-6453. 
 
Campmeeting Kids’ Club 

NEW!  This summer Mt. Gretna 
Campmeeting Association will be sponsoring a 
KIDS’ CLUB open to elementary aged children 
(and their parents) who live in the area and those 

visiting Mt. Gretna.  
Activities will range 
from learning about 
local trees to 
completing a scavenger 
hunt on Campmeeting 
grounds.  Club dates 

are:  July 9, July 23, and August 6.  All events are 
free and will begin at the MGCA Playground at 
10:00 am.  Children must be accompanied by a 
parent or responsible adult.  We hope you will 
join us!  
 

Annual Porch Sale  
The annual MGCA PORCH SALE will be 

held on Saturday, May 28, 2016 from 8 AM to 2 
PM.  If you are interested in participating and 
would like your address included on the sale 
map, contact Dave Hartman by Friday, May 20th.  
Maps will be available at the Post Office the 
morning of the sale. 

Dave Hartman 
(717) 964-2381 

davehartman@verizon.net 
 Items you wish to donate to support 
Campmeeting events may be dropped off at the 
Playground the evening of May 27th. These items 
will be sold on a “take what you want, pay what 
you want” basis. (Appliances and large pieces of 
furniture are excluded.) 
 
Summer 2016 Kick-Off Benefit Concert 
 Kick off the summer season at the 
Tabernacle on Saturday, May 28, with a benefit 
concert in memory of Stacey Pennington, former 
owner of the Gretna Emporium. 
 The show, “Great Girl Songs of the 60s,” 
features girl-group songs like “Johnny Angel,” 
“Heat Wave,” “Stop in the Name of Love” and 
“Where the Boys Are” performed by 
Campmeeting resident Larry McKenna and five 
of Philadelphia’s best-known actresses (Kate 
Nice, Rachel Hendrickson, Lauryn Obozian, 
Maria Panvini, and Cassandra Nary).  
 The show begins at 7:30 p.m. 
 A collection will be taken at intermission 
with all proceeds going to the children of Stacey 
Pennington, a victim of domestic violence. 
 Join us for a wonderful community event and 
a fun evening of music.   

Board of Managers 

mailto:davehartman@verizon.net
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2016 Community Activities 
 We are excited about the musical performances 
and special events Campmeeting has planned for 
this summer.  There are returning performers 
and new artists that we are sure you will enjoy. 
 
May 28 Porch Sale. Items for sale on 

Campmeeting cottage porches and 
MGCA playground. See article on 
page 2 for more details. 
(Community/8:00-2:00) 

May 28 Stacey Pennington Benefit Concert 
(Tabernacle/7:30 pm) 

Jul 09 Kids Club (Playground/11:00 am) 

Jul 09 Heritage Festival: Across the Pond 
(Tabernacle/7:00 pm) 

Jul 16 Heritage Festival: Larry McKenna 
(Tabernacle/7:00 pm) 

Jul 23 Kids Club (Playground/11:00 am) 

Jul 23 Heritage Festival: Honeypump 
(Tabernacle/7:00 pm) 

Jul 30 Campmeeting Annual Meeting & 
Community Picnic: (Mt. Gretna Fire 
Hall/Noon) 

Jul 30 Heritage Festival: Dave Kline & the 
Mountain Folk (Tabernacle/7:00 pm) 

Aug 06 Kids Club (Playground/11:00 am) 

Aug 28 Friends of Ann Hark: 
(Tabernacle/2:00 pm) 

Robin May 
Community Activities Committee 

 
“God’s Love…” 2016 Tabernacle 
Ecumenical Program 
 The third annual Mount Gretna Ecumenical 
Program will kick off at 7 p.m., Friday, June 3, 
and run on consecutive Fridays through the end 
of June. 
 This year’s theme is “God’s love….” Each 
invited pastor will present a message on this 
theme. While the presentations are independent, 
they are united by the phrase. 

 The pastors represent different 
denominations. Their churches will provide 
special music and lead hymns. A question-and-
answer session will follow each service. In the 
past, questions have dealt with the particular 
beliefs of the denomination as well as their 
denominations’ and churches’ responses to 
current events. 
 The service will last about one hour and 
include a free will offering. 
 Parking is available along Route 117, at the 
Mount Gretna Fire Station, or the United 
Methodist Church lot at Third Street and 
Boehm Avenue. 
 
June 3 (7 pm): “God’s Love Gets Dirty,” Pastor 

Jillian Riddle, St. Matthew’s Lutheran 
Church, 700 Pleasure Road, Lancaster, Pa. 

June 10 (7 pm): “God’s Love is Deep and Wide,” 
Pastor Pam Reist, Elizabethtown Church of 
the Brethren, 777 South Mt. Joy Street, 
Elizabethtown, Pa. 

June 17 (7 pm): “God is Love,” Pastor Mark 
Breland, Lititz Moravian Church, 8 Church 
Square, Lititz, Pa. 

June 24 (7 pm): God’s Love – Extreme 
Makeover,” Pastor Quentin Wallace, 
Covenant United Methodist Church, 110 N. 
Mulberry Street, Lancaster, Pa. 

Tom Heberling 
 

Gretna Theatre Benefit 
 Gretna Theatre is sponsoring STAR 
(Spring Theatre Arts Revue) from 2:00 – 5:00 
pm on Sunday, April 17 at the Alden Place 
Community Center located at 100 Freeman 
Drive (Rt. 419). The benefit event includes 
entertainment, food, and auctions – live, silent, 
and basket. The price is $45/person.  
 Tickets for this event are limited. You can 
order online at www.gretnatheatre.org or call 
their office at 717.964.3322. 

http://www.gretnatheatre.org/
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Shuffleboard 
 Do you like to play shuffleboard? Would you 

like to learn how to 
play? Those interested in 
playing meet at the 
shuffleboard courts next 
to the playground on 
Saturday mornings at 
9:30 A.M. starting on 
May 7. Equipment is 

available if you don't have any. We hope to see 
you May 7. 

George Resh 
 
Summer at the Library 
 Library hours will be posted on the library 
door and posted in “This Week in Mt. Gretna” 
which is available in the post office during the 
summer.  
 Celebrate the end of summer with a self-
guided walk through the illuminated 
Campmeeting when the library hosts the annual 
Illumination of Our Cottages, 9:00 pm. 
Library programs: 

Max The Dog comes to the Mt. Gretna 
Library starting Thursday, June 23 from 11 to 
12:00 noon. Max, a certified therapy dog, will 
listen while children take turns reading to him. 
The “Tail Waggin Tutors” program 
developed  by Therapy Dog International aims to 
give children confidence in reading by having the 
comfort of an attentive dog to listen and receive 
pets. Max will return each Thursday through 
August 25, 2016 as long as there are children to 
read to him.  
 During the week of June 21st, Campmeeting 
resident Amy Elder will lead a virtual field trip 
with her book Portal to Florida’s Past: An 
Archaeology Adventure. Children who complete 
this journey will earn a Junior Archaeology 
Certificate. Check the summer calendar for date 
and time. 
 All book discussions are held Mondays, at 
the Library, at 7:00 pm and are presented by Dr. 
W Jeffrey Hurst. 
Jun 06 To the Bitter End by Robert M. Dunkerly 

Jun 13 Dangerous Guests by Ken Miller 

Jun 20 The Hidden White House by Robert Klara 

Jun 27 The Man in the High Castle by Philip K. 
Dick 

Aug 22 SPQR: A History of Ancient Rome by Mary 
Beard 

Aug 29 Thomas Jefferson and the Tripoli Pirates by 
Brian Kilmeade 

Summer at the Tabernacle 
 All events are in the Tabernacle. 

 Programs in italics are children’s programs. 
 
Jun 12 7:00 pm Lancaster Mennonite 

Children’s Choir 
Jun 19 7:00 pm Andy Roberts Quartet 
Jun 25 9:30 am Puppet & Story Works 
Jun 26 7:00 pm New Holland Band 
 
Jul 03 7:00 pm Jonathan Bornman 
Jul 10 7:00 pm King’s Brass 
Jul 17 7:00 pm Dave Allen & Calvary 

Church Music 
Jul 24 7:00 pm Louis Butcher & the 

Brightside Choir 
Jul 27 7:00 pm Hymn Sing 
Jul 31 7:00 pm Massed Choir 
 
Aug 03 7:00 pm Ministers of Music 
Aug 06 7:00 pm Handbell Festival 
Aug 07 7:00 pm Michael Faircloth, Pianist 
Aug 10 7:00 pm Keystone Quartet 
Aug 13 9:30 am Steven Courtney 
Aug 14 7:00 pm David Stahl & the Sacred 

Orchestra 
Aug 21 7:00 pm Susquehanna Chorale 
Aug 28 7:00 pm QuintEssentially Brass 

Presented by the Mount Gretna Bible Festival 
Sponsored by the Mt. Gretna Tabernacle Association 

 

Preserving Campmeeting Trees for the 
Future – Update 
 The Board of Managers is committed to 
preserving Campmeeting’s unique tree canopy 
through a program that includes planting new 
trees, fertilizing trees to increase their health, and 
protecting trees from insects and diseases. 
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 We anticipate that several stumps will be 
ground out this spring and the ground prepared 
for new plantings. Soil tests are underway. Once 
we have those results, we will be able to choose 
the best species of tree for the particular soil. 
 Last year, we began treating our grove’s ash 
trees, some of which have been damaged by the 
Emerald Ash Borer, an invasive pest that has 
decimated ash trees in Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, 
Illinois and Maryland. While some of our trees 
were judged to be rife with EAB, others are being 
protected through a program of trunk injections, 
soil treatments and trunk sprays. Soil treatment 
will occur around the end of March depending 
upon the weather. 
 We also are contending with another invasive 
pest—the Hemlock Woolly Adelgid, which is a 
tiny insect that feeds at the bases of hemlock 
needles. Hemlocks that are under stress are 
particularly vulnerable to the adelgid and can die 
in as few as 5 years.  
 Last fall, arborist Bob Houser sprayed many 
of our smaller Hemlocks (40 feet and under) 
with horticultural oil. In late April, he plans to 
spray the trunks of the larger Hemlocks with an 
insecticide that is very effective against adelgid 
and foliar feeding scale insects.  
 Anyone wanting additional information 
should contact Ed Neidigh, superintendent of 
building and grounds (contact info).  

Margaret Hopkins 
 

From the desk of the Superintendent of 
Grounds… 
 Spring is here which means Campmeeting 
resident clean up, but before I launch into all of 
the seasonal reminders a quick thank you. On 
January 23rd and 24th, Mount Gretna experienced 
a historic snowfall. Depending on exactly where I 
was in the Campmeeting, snowfall totals ranged 
from 36 to 44 inches. The thank you is for all the 
support and words of encouragement from 
residents as I tried to open up parking lots and 
streets throughout the Campmeeting. 
 Now for the seasonal reminders. When 
placing piles from raking next to the street, 
please be sure to separate leaves from branches 

and limbs. Leaves are picked up at the end of 
each season by West Cornwall Township as part 
of the services paid for by our local taxes. Limbs 
and branches are taken to the Lebanon Land Fill 
at a fee of $30 per ton which is part of your 
yearly Association fee. 
 Throughout the spring and summer seasons 
Climb High Tree Service will be removing dead 
trees and grinding stumps. If you have a dead 
tree on or near your property which needs to be 
removed, do not hesitate to contact me with your 
concern. 
 There are three projects in the planning 
stages in the Campmeeting. Bids are being 
gathered to repave Markwood Avenue and some 
of the walking paths throughout the 
Campmeeting. Calendar year 2017 will be the 
125th anniversary of the Tabernacle. To prepare 
for celebrations scheduled for next year, paint 
and restoration bids are being submitted for the 
Tabernacle. Hopefully work will be started 
immediately after Labor Day of this year. The 
third project that most residents will not notice is 
the draining, inspection, and painting of our 
water tank on Bell Avenue. 
 Residents living near the church parking lot 
who have grown accustomed to placing garbage 
in a storage bin behind the church will notice a 
sign informing you that this practice is no longer 
an option. The church has asked that I inform all 
residents to refrain from dumping trash behind 
the church. Place your trash in front of your 
cottage. TNT Sanitation will pick up your trash 
on Monday if it is visible to them – even on the 
walking streets. 
 As an FYI, Saturday, April 30 and Sunday, 
May 1 will be the dates of the annual Tour de 
Gretna Bicycle race. Promoters of the race have 
asked that I warn people of traffic disruptions on 
these days. Access to route 117 will be impacted 
on both days as will traffic on Mine Road and 
Butler Road. If you have any questions you may 
access their website at TourdeGretna.com. 
 Mulch will be available beginning in mid-
April. Please contact me directly with your order 
either via e-mail, phone call, or text. The 
Superintendent’s number is (717) 454-7693. 
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 The buildings and grounds crew will 
continue to work hard to provide residents with 
a clean and natural environment to enjoy their 
summer days. 
 Thank you again for your support. 

Ed Neidigh 
Superintendent of Grounds 

 
Board Approves Revised Building 
Permit Application 
 Campmeeting members should be advised 
that a revised Building Permit Application is now 
in place for exterior renovations. 
 As a reminder to all MGCA members, an 
MGCA Building Permit Application MUST be 
submitted to the MGCA Board of Managers for 
approval as delineated in the most recent Rules 
& Regulations (R&R) handbook and/or as 
required by the Lebanon County Planning 
Department (LCPD) and West Cornwall 
Township (WCT). 
 Additional information is available in the 
new “MGCA Building Permit Information” 
Sheet that is available on the MGCA website, 
MtGretnaCampmeeting.com, or from the office 
at 717-964-2074. 
 The Board of Managers recommends that 
before starting any renovations to their property, 
Campmeeting members read the R&R 
handbook or discuss the project with a member 
of the Buildings & Grounds Committee. 

Don Dale 
B&G Committee 

 
Sunoco Update 
The second appeal by Concerned Citizens of 
Lebanon County and 3 township residents of a 
zoning permit issued to Sunoco Pipeline L.P. for 
its Mariner East l Pipeline’s Cornwall Pump 
Station in West Cornwall Township (WCT) will 
be heard on Friday, April 1, in Lebanon County 
Common Pleas Court.  
 The court will hear oral argument concerning 
the citizens’ appeal of the decision made in 
September 2015 by the WCT Zoning Hearing 
Board (ZHB) to dismiss their second zoning 
challenge due to lack of “standing.” The citizens’ 

group claims it has “standing” to bring the 
lawsuit because some of its members live within 
the “impact zone” of the pump station.  
 The pump station, located on Rt. 322 near 
Butler Road, was built in September 2014 to 
pressurize the highly explosive Natural Gas 
Liquids – ethane and propane – now transported 
in the 350-mile 85-year-old pipeline which 
previously carried gasoline across PA. The 
citizens appealed the original zoning and related 
permits issued in 2014 but Sunoco 
“surrendered” them in April 2015. Because of 
that unilateral action by Sunoco, a year ago the 
ZHB dismissed CCLC’s first zoning appeal, 
calling the case “moot.” Sunoco reapplied for a 
new zoning permit in April 2015 and the citizens 
filed its second zoning appeal. 
 The Concerned Citizens want its appeal of 
the new zoning permit to be heard because it 
alleges the permit was issued improperly since 
Sunoco does not qualify for the public utility 
exemption in the township’s zoning ordinance 
and the procedure used violates the PA 
Constitution’s Environmental Rights 
Amendment.  
 
Campmeeting Tabernacle Rentals 
 Looking for a unique spot for a family 
member’s wedding? Want a sylvan setting for an 
organizational meeting? 
 Consider renting the Campmeeting 
Tabernacle. It seats approximately 700 and 
includes a sound system.  
 The Tabernacle is available for rent May 
through October. Rates differ depending upon 
the organization type, event and season. For non-
profits, the rate is $250. The for-profit 
organizations rental rate is $500.  
 Weddings have their own rate of $300. 
 An extra $75 is charged to each category for 
renting the Tabernacle during the off-season 
(May, September, and October).  
 A $50 deposit is required of all rentals along 
with a Certificate of Insurance ($500,000). Non-
profits must provide a copy of their IRS Letter of 
Determination. 
 For more information about renting the 
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Tabernacle or to request a rental application, 
contact the office via e-mail or by calling (717) 
964-3040. 
 Note: Rates start at $250 for any event 
organized by Campmeeting members and their 
immediate families.   

From the Office 
Pavilion Rental at Heritage Park 
 The renovated pavilion next to the bathroom 
at Heritage Park is available for rental on a first-
come, first-served basis. It is available from April 
through October, 9am to 9 pm. When renting 
the pavilion, you will be renting the use of the 
pavilion and the tables under its roof but not the 
surrounding park area or restrooms - the park 
and restrooms remain available for the use of the 
general public. The rental fee is $25 along with a 
$25 security deposit. For more details or to 
request a rental application, please contact the 
Campmeeting office. 
Phones: 
 Many MGCA members are discontinuing 
land-line telephone service in favor of cell 
phones. Please make sure the office has the up-to-
date telephone contact information. These 
contact numbers are used exclusively for 
Campmeeting business. Landlords should also 
provide contact information for their long-term 
renters. 
Property Transfers 
Three property transfers have occurred since the 
last newsletter. 

1. Dan & Debra Brantner purchased 607 1st 
Street from Joan Heberlig, 

2. Joe & Lundi Puleo sold 111 1st Street to 
Kendra Feather, 

3. 205 7th Street was sold by Jon and Janet 
Green to Nancee Lemerhart, and 

4. 312 1st Street was purchased by Marcie 
Natale from Marlene Rice and Shannon 
Turns. 

Campmeeting Calendar 
 This issue of the Campmeeting News 
includes a summer calendar of events on the end 
pages. 

Office 

 
Garage & Shed Rentals 
Many of you know that the Campmeeting owns 
garages and sheds at the bottom of 1st Street that 
are available to rent for MGCA Members. You 
may not know that there are parking spaces for 
rent at 8th & Boehm, and also parking for larger 
campers, trailers, and/or trucks behind the 
garages. If you would like to be placed on the 
waiting list for any of these rentals, contact the 
office via e-mail or by calling (717) 964-3040 to 
fill out an application. The rentals are assigned 
according to the completed dates on the 
application. 

Office 
 

Shhhhh 
 Though the summer quiet-hours are not yet 
here (July 15 – August 31), the Campmeeting 
maintains year-round quiet-hours all day Sunday, 
and from 11pm to 7 am the rest of the week. 
Please keep this in mind when planning any 
spring work projects as quiet hours prohibit 
noisy power tools, loud parties, etc. Thanks! 

 



 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 


